Parnell
Davitt that I have never asked for his permission to speak
where and when I pleased in Ireland, and I will not do so
now/' That night, as the dusk descended, a crowd, which
had been "inflamed by Davitt and by Dr* Tanner, a coarser
sort of Healy, and a man whose name is unknown, but whose
voice reminded an American reporter of " a mammoth brass
foundry," began to show signs of hostility to Parnell* As
he and his friends departed in the dark towards Kilkenny,
stones and mud were flung at them, and some bags of lime*
One of these bags burst in Parnell's face, and its contents
nearly blinded him* Dr* J* Byrne Hackett, one of his sup-
porters, found him sitting in the brake in great pain, and had
him taken off to a labourer's cottage, where the eye was
temporarily attended to* " But for several days afterwards
the inflammatory action set up in his eyes caused him a great
deal of suffering*"1
He delivered an impressive speech in Belfast on May 22,
1891* The following morning he departed for Limerick at
the other end of Ireland* He crossed the Irish Sea twice
every week, and sometimes in the same week went to France*
Yet he showed no signs of nervous exhaustion, for one who
knew and loved him well has sent a message to the present
writer to say that " within five or six weeks of his death,
although he looked strange, he was as acute as ever about his
business, giving the clearest directions about macadamising "
a road at Avondale*
On June 25, 1891, he married Mrs* O*Shea at the office
of the Registrar at Steyning, near Brighton* The defection
of the Freeman's Journal followed on his marriage* It seemed
that that journal was prepared to support him after he was
found guilty of adultery, but was not prepared to support
him when he married the woman with whom the adultery
1 " Castlecomer Lime/*' by J* Byrne Hackett, MJX, The Irish Weekly
Independent, October 6> 1894*
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